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Amidst the tumult of political strife, the people 
for the last twelve years have nearly lost sight of 
the minor acts and doings of the President and his 
minions at the White House. Formerly, from the 
days of Washington down to the younger Adams 
and including his term of service, the Presidents 
lived in the style and fashion of the wealthy, but 
plain, republican gentlemen. ‘This was right; it 
comported with the genius of our institutions, with 
the principles of our free form of government, and 
While 


on the one hand, leanness and parsimony were a- 


with the habits and feelings of the people. 


voided, so on the other, splendor and extravagance 
But how 
Since the election of 
Gen. Jackson, and more especia!ly in the reign of 


were equally deprecated and eschewed. 
; ) 
sadly have things changed? 


Martin Van Buren, all plainness and simplicity in 
and about the Executive mansion of this great Re- 
publican people, have totally vanished away. Let 
the reader peruse the following speech of Mr. 
Octr, and be astonished at the shameful facts it 
discloses. No eastern Prince or Crowned Mon- 
arch of Europe, with the ill-gotten treasure of an 
oppressed people, riots with more show and luxury, 
or entertains his courtiers with more splendor and 
parade than does the Democratic President of these 
United States! 

Reader, peruse this speech with great care. It 
is worth more to the American People than Van 
Buren’s whole fortune. We had rather be the author 
of it, and run our risk for a good name with pos- 
terity, than be the author of all Van Buren’s 
best speeches in his most honest days, if he 
ever had any such, We repeat again, read this 
speech with great care. It comes froma citizen of 
good old Pennsylvania. It is from the right quar- 
ter, from an honest heart and a sound head—and 
the time too is appropriate. It just fills the blank 
in the wild and reckless extravagance of the day. 
It uncovers the fountain head of that stream of 
corruption and fraud, which is drowning the moral 
sense of the people and overflowing the whole 
length and breadth of the land. 

We wish our readers to bear it strongly in mind, 


- ‘ 


that this speecn of Mr. Ocie, was delivered ox 
TUE FLOOR or Concress, in the presence of the 
adtminisiration members, who of course are a ma- 
jority, and not a single charge he made, was, or 
could be contradicted. And how cou'd they call 
in question his statements, founded as they were 
(on vouchers and attested documents on file in the 
‘Department? Let every voter, Whig, Conserva- 
tive, or Locofuco, read and ponder over the start- 
‘ling disclosures he presents for their contemplation. 





Testimonials by Members of Congress, 


In connexion with Mr. Oci¥?s Speech, the fol- 
lowing verification of extracts by him from Pablic 
Documents has been furnished for publication: 

The undersigned, members of Congress, certify 
that they have carefully examined the vouchers 
which have been duly audited and settled by the 
Treasury Department, for the purchase of furni- 
ture for the President’s House since the 4th of 
March, 1837, and that they have compared the 
said vouchers with the statemen's of the sam2 ia 
the published speech of Mr. Ogle, and find the 
said vouchers truly set forth in the said speech. 

And ihey further certify that itappears from the 
said vouchers that more than eighteen thousand 
dollars were expended in furniture forthe 4th day 
05 March, 1837, and the Gth day of December, 183 


the day on which the Committee on Public Buil- 


dings and Grounds was appointed, and of which 
Mr. Lincoln was Chairman; the former Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds having ceased 
to exist on the 3d day of March, 1837. 

The undersigned further certify that it appears 
from the said vouchers that the said money was ex- 
pended by the ageuts of the President, viz. his son, 
Abraham Van Buren, T, L. Smith, and others, on 
warrants drawn by order of the President of the 
United States himself. 

And the undersigned would further state that the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds have 
no control, direction, or jurisdiction whatever in 
the selection or purchase of furmture which the 
President may see proper to procure by himself or 
lus agents, when appropriations are made for that 
object by law, 

J. C. CLARK, New York, 

JAMES COOPER, 

CH. F. MITCHELL, 

W. SIMONTON, 

W. RIDGWAY, 

P. G. GOODE. 
Wasuincron, Juty 20, 1840. 
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As chairman of the Committee on the Expendi- 


tures on Public Buildings, it becomes my duty to 
examine the expeaditures on the Pres dent's House. 
I have had the vouchers before the committee, and, 
having examined the subject fully, at the request 
of Mr. Ogle I state thatthe fects published in his 
speech are correc! |s aoiven. ] Concur in the fore- 
going statement of Messrs. Cl irk, Cooper, and 
othe rs. LDW. STANLY. 

Jviy 20, 1840. 

lama member of the committee of which Mr. 
Stan!y is chairman, and as such have examined the 
vouchers above referred to, and fully concur in the 
statements of Mr. Stanty. 

JOHN W. ALLEN, of Ohio 

WasninocTron, Juty 20, 1840. 

I certify that I heve examined the vouchers re- 
ferred to in the foregoing statement of the Hon. J. 
C. Clark and others, and have compared them with 
the copies asset forth in the speech of the Hon. 
Mr. Ogle, and find that they are truly set forth in 
the speech, and that upwards of $18,000 of these 
expenditures for furniture forthe President’s House 


were inade by the President and his agents at a | Pope ; 
; - diversified interests of the nation; or will they con- 


{ime when there was no committee of Congress in 


existence, and, of course, made by the President | 


alone, without any one to interfere or influence his 
wishes; and lam told by my friend, Governor Lin- 
coln, that he never made any such remarks as are 
published as his in the Globe. 
CILARLES NAYLOR. 
Wasuincton, Jury 20, 1840. 





Houser or Represenratives, Aprin 14, 1840. 

The House being in Committee of the Whole on 
the bill making apprupriations for the civil and di- 
plomatic expenses of the Government for the year 
1840, Mr. Oate, of Pennsylvania, moved to amend 
the bill by striking out the following clause: “For 
alierations and repairs of the President’s house and 
furniture, for purchasing trees, shrubs, and com- 
post, and for superintendence of the grounds, three 
thousand six hundred and sixty-five dollars.” 

Mr, OGLE said: Mr. Chairman, I consider this 
is a very important item in the bill—not as to the 
amount, but as to the principles involved init. I 
doubt much the policy of this Government in gran- 
ting the Chief Magistrate emoluments or revenues 
of any kind, over and above the fixed salary paid 
to that officer out of the Treasury of the United 
States. Although most of our former Presidents 
were in the enjoyment of some of these adventi- 
tious revenues, | am well aware that none of them 
retired from office with an over-abundant fortune: 
for, sir, no former Chief Magistrate ever acted upon 
the principle notoriously adopted by tie present in- 
cumbent, of spending the money of the People with 
a lavish hand, and, at the sume time, saving his 
own with sordid parsimony. The President, with- 
out including many valuable incidental emolu- 
ments, (whereof | will speak before I conclude,) re- 
ceives more than quadruple the sum paid to the 
head of either of the Departments, while the cur- 
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rent private disbursements of the incumbent of 


that high station are certainly not greater than the 

| expenditures of one of his Secretaries. Is there a 
gentleman on this floor who does not believe that 

the present Chief Magistrate “lays up,” yearly, 
from $15,000 to $20,000, aad all hard money at 
that? 
But Mr. Chairman, I object to this appropriation 

oo higher grounds. I resist the principle on which 

it is demanded as anti democratic—as ranning 

counter in its tendency to the plain, simple, and 

‘frugal notions of our republican People. And I 
/putitto you, sir, and to the free citizens of this 
country, whose servant the President is, to say 
whether, in addition tothe large sum of onE nun. 
DRED THOUSAND DOLLARS Which he ts entitled to 
receive for a single term of four years, they are 
disposed to maintain, for lis private accommoda- 
tion, A ROYAL ESTABLISHMENT at the cost 
of the nation? ‘ill they longer feel inclined to 
support their chief servant ina PALACE as splen- 
did as that of the Cwsars, and asrichly adorned as 
'the proudest Asiatic mansion? Ilave the People 
‘chosen that servant to superintend the great and 





sent that his time shall be occupied with the vani- 
‘ties, luxuries and pleasures of life? Do they de- 
mand that his talents and all the energies of his 
mind shall be devoted to the discharge of the pro- 
per duties of his stewardship, or will they agree 
th t he shall lapse into the same sloth and effemin- 
acy which distinguish the dwellers in other palaces? 
Have the affairs ofthe People been so advanta- 
geously managed that the servant specially appoin- 





ted to take chaige over them may, without detri- 
ment to the Commonwealth, sink into ‘levity of 
manners,’ and abandon the care of the public ser- 
vice, to ‘eat drink, and be merry ?” 


Although I have a peculiar ‘disenchantment’ to 
discuss on this floor, topics which have an appear- 
ance of involving personal rather than political 
considerations, still [ am constrained by a sense of 
duty to offer some remarks in relation to the inci- 
dental revenues—the annuel profits and expendi- 
tures of the President of the United States—the 
magnificent splendor of his palace, and the pomp- 
ous ceremouials that ‘hold sway’ at his republican 
court, and which are by many well-meaning people 
imagined to be equally indispensably ‘to preserve 
the dignity’ of a Democratic Chief Magistrate as 
of the despot on a throne. I feel inclined, how- 
ever, to examine these subjects with all ‘decency 
and respect’ for the ‘high office’ now filled by Mar- 
tin Van Buren, and I trust witha proper disposition 
‘not to speak evil of the ruler of my people.’ But, 
sir, | am not ignorant that, in pursuing the course 
which I have marked out, it will become necessary 
to tread upon grounds that in former ages of the 
world were deemed, and in all despotic Govern- 
ments of the present time are still considered, ‘too 
delicate and sacred to be profaned’ by the tongue 
of a plain citizen or subject. Who does not re- 
member that the good Queen Elizabeth hesitated 
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Not to enjoin upon her Parliaments that it was im- 
proper ‘to deal, to judge, or to meddle with her ma- 
gesty’s prerogative royal?’ And history fully in 
forms us that all such impertinent intermeddlers 
were disposed of in the most summary manuer.— 
I well know, therefore, that I shall awaken and 
rouse into action the base and malignant passions 
of the fierce Cerberuses which guard the portals, 


and the well-fed plucemen and office-holders, the | 


fawning sycophants and other abettors of high pre- 
rogative, that environ the person of the royal in- 
cumbent of the Presidential palace, with the vain 
hope that they can parry the well-directed arrows 
of republican archers. Grow!, and snarl, and snap 


. 
as these Executive curs may, I shall nevertheless 


indulge myself on the topics indicated with a pretty 
liberal range of remark. I will not, assuredly, be 
restrained from the fullest exercise of the freedom 
of speech by the licentious course of the accredi- 
ted ‘organ’ of Martin Van Buren I refer to the 
‘Globe’—a newspaper which receives its pabulum, 
not ‘from the crumbs which fall from the rich man’s 
table,’ but from enormous largesses and profitable 
contracts, voted for its sustenance from the treasu- 
ry of the People—a paper that holds its existence 
by the sole tenure of Martin Van Buren’s sover- 
eign good pleasure, and which promulges daily, 
through its broad pages, not the thoughts and mo- 
tives of the miserable scavenger whose name it os- 
tensibly wears, but the wishes and designs of his 
despotic master-—a paper, sir, that is published ‘BY 
AUTHORITY.’ What honest man has read, 
without feelings of burning indignation, in the re- 
cent lucubrations of this ‘official organ,’ the ‘foul 
not, to say beastly, assaults against the character 
and patriotism of the venerable and heroic defen- 
der of the violated honor and invaded rights of his 
country? Who has not been fired with anger at 
beholding in Martin Van Buren’s organ the false 
and malignant representations of the hero of ‘Tippe- 
canoe—as ‘a superannuated old woman’—a ‘pitia- 
ble dotard’—a ‘granny’——a ‘red petticoat general’— 
as the ‘hero of torty defeats’—as delivering ‘inau- 
gural addresses to the pigs and poultry’—as ‘shut 
up in an iron cage, and compelled to wear an iron 
mask, and drink hard cider?” ‘No other person 
(says the Globe of April 13, 1840) is permitted to 
come near him but an old servant waiter, who 
brings his meals, and performs THE NECESSA- 
RY DUTIES OF THE CAGE. None of the do- 
mestic animals are allowed to come near the cage; 
and a favorite dog, WHO RAN AWAY WITIL 
HIM IN ALL HIS BATTLES, having been ob- 
served to bark very significantly, after an interview 
with his master, was forthwith knocked in the head, 
and thrown into the Ohio.” 

Task you, Mr. Chairman, whether Martin Van 
Buren manifests a “decent respect” for the opinions 
and intelligence of the American People, when he 
vilifies, through the agency of his official organ, an 
old soldier, who, to rescue “thousands of women 
and children from the scalping knife of the ruthless 
savage,” freely abandoned all the endearments of 
home and family, endured the icy and piercing 
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blasts of northwestern winters, wading through the 
deep and cold waters and black swamps of Michi- 
| gan and Upper Canada, sustaining, at times, an al- 
/ most famished nature upon ‘raw beef without salt,’ 
/and often perilling life on the field of battle ?— 

Poor simple-minded old veteran, he was, no doubt, 
foolish enough to believe that, having given the 
| best energies of his body and mind in youth, man- 
ood, and mature age, to serve and defend the 
honor, the rights, the property, and the lives of his 

fellow-citizens, he would at least, in common cour- 

tesy be entitled to their respect, if not to theirlove 
and gratitude, [Le doubtless supposed that, at all 
events, his feelings would have been spared the 

brutal assaults of the official organ of an individual 

Who, in those soul-trying times, was acting in unison 

with the “peace party,” in opposition to the virtu- 
ous James Madison—that good democratic Presi- 
dent who, in a special message to Congress, had 

patriotically recommended an appeal to the valor of 
the nation as the only proper course to maintain 
the honor of its flag. If cruel treatment like this 
is deemed a suitable reward for the soldier’s toils 

and dangers, where, hereafter, let me inquire, shall 
he find incentive to cheer and fire his heart in the 

hour of danger and on the “field of battle?” Sir, 
I know the generous feelings of your bosom revolt 
at the though! ; that you are ready to exclaim, for- 
bid it, justice, forbid it, gratitude; and that you are 
prepared to exhort the noble-minded youth of the 
country to resent the insult, and sustain the hard- 

earned fame and laurels of the brave and success- 
ful commander of the American armies—a com- 
mander who, according to the testimony of Col, 
Richard M. Johason, ‘was oftener in action than 
any other general, and never sustained a defeat” — 
And seeing that galiant and victorious general ma- 
ligned and libelled day by day in the ‘official organ’ 
of Martin Van Buren as a ‘red petticoat lero” and 
‘superannuated dotard,’ I feel impelled by a strong 
sense of duty to cast aside every sentiment of mere 
delicacy and to ‘cry aloud and spare not’ the abet- 
tor, the encourager, and the responsible accessary 
of those libels. I shall therefore claim the right ta 
discuss the political principles, the public conduct 
and behavior of Martin Van Buren, with that per- 
fect freedom which should characterize the inde- 
pendent representative of a plain, honest, and brave 
constituency. Where I discover meanness,[ will 

expose it to the contempt and loathing of honorable 

men; where] encounter audacity, I shall maul its 
brazen head, and level it in the dust; and where I 

detect corruption, I shall run my spear into its put- 
rescent carcase, up to the very hilt. 

Let me now, Mr. Chairman, turn your atten- 
tion to the amendment under consideration. It 
proposes to strike out of the bill the sum of $3,665, 
intended for alterations and repairs of the Presi- 
dent’s house, and for the purchnse of furniture, 
trees, shrubs, and compost, and for superintendance 
of the President’s grounds. ‘The ‘site’ of the Pre- 
sidential palace is perhaps not less conspicious than 
the King’s house in many of the royal capitals of 
Europe. Itis situate at the intersection of four 
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spacious avenues, which radiate from 
certre. ‘The ‘palace pile’ is one hundred and sev- 
enty feet front, and eighty-six deep, ar d stands 
aboutthe centre of a plat of ground contaming 
twenty acres, the whole whereot is surrounded by 
firmly built stone walls and lanceolated iron railing, 
with imposing portal abutments and well-borred 
iron gaies. The main entrance front faces north, 
upon Lefayette square, and the garden front to the 
south opens to an extensive View of the river Poeto- 
mac. As tlie palace is very accurately deseribed 
by Mr. Elliot, in his ‘Picture of Washington,’ 1 will 
read a portion of that description: 

«J is built of white freestone, with Tonic pillas- 
ters, comprehending two lofty stones of rooms, 
crowned with astone balustrade. ‘The north front 
is ornamented with a lofty portico, of fuur Tonic 
columns in frontjand projecting with three columns. 
The outer iotercolumniation is for carriages to 
drive into, and place company under shelter; the 
middle space is the entrance for those visiters who 
come on foot;he steps from both lead toa platform 
in front of the door ofentrance. ‘The garden front 
is varied by having a rusticated basement story 
under the lonic ordinance, and by a semicircular 
projecting colonade of six columns, with two flights 
of steps leading from the ground to the level of the 
principal story.’ 

Previous to its destruction hy the British army, 
on the 24th of August, 1814, there had been ex- 
pended in building the palace the sum of three hun- 
dred and thirty-three thousand two hundred and 
seven dojlars; and since that period the further sum 
of three hundred and ove thousand four hundred 
and ninety-six dollars and twenty-five cents, in re- 
building the interior, and in erecting the two splen- 
did porticoes; making together the large amount 
of $634,703 25 laid out on the palace structure 
alone, to say nothing about the very liberal sums 
that have been expended from time to time on the 
furniture, on alterations and repairs, on the gar- 
den grounds, stone walls, iron fencing, and for the 
‘stalls’ for the RoyaLsrasiep streps. It may be 
proper further to state that all the disbursements 
for iron fencing, for stabling, and forthe superb 
porticoes and splendid Jonic pilasters, at the north 
and south fronts of the palace, have been incurred 
since the Administration of John Quincy Adams 


went out of power—ihe porticoes alone costing to pick up the falling leaves, and pluck up by the 


Great improvements. 


the sum of $24,769 25. 
have been made within a few years past in the 


PRESIDENT’S GARDEN. It is situated, as be- 


° | 
fore remarked, on the south side of the palace, and | 
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is believed to correspoud in its general arrange- | 


ments with the style and fashion of some of the 
most celebrated royal gardensin England. It has 
a choice collection of both native plants and exo- 
tics, many of the latter having been gathered from 
alinost every clime. Ornamental trees and beauti- 
fui shrubs have been ‘selected with great care’ from 
the most celebrated specimens, and are now grow- 
ing luxurantly. ‘The orangery, though not ag yet 
On @ very extensive scale, is fastimproving. Rich 
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this point as! and charming shrubbery and parterres ‘greet the 


eye’ inevery direction. Norshould Lomi to men- 
tion that, in addition to the numerous families of 
the tulip, the lily, the pink, the rose, and many 
thousand other sweet flowers and shrubs, which all 
the lovers of beneficent Naiure admire, the garden 
contains some exceedingly rare botanical and med- 
ical specimens; and, for the ‘benefit of the infirm,’ 
I will give both the ‘polite’ and the ‘vulgar’ names 
of a few of them: 
Gerardia Flava, 
Solidago Lancolata, 
Orontium Aquaticum, Golden Club, 

Circa Canadensis, Enchanter’sNightshade 
Dracocephainm Virginianum Dragon’s Head, 
Saurures Cermnua, Lizird’s Tail, 
Prenanthes Serpentaria, Lion’s Foot, 
Ophioglossum Vulgatum, Adder’s Tongue, 
Mimulus Alatus, Monkey Fiower, 
Clematis Odorata, Virgin’s Bower, 

Viola Primalifalia, Ileart’s Kase, 
Impatiens Maculata, Touchi-me-not. 

But, sir, besides those, rare, and, no doubt, very 
valuable plants, &c. there are some other varieties 
that are cultivated pretty extensively in the Presi- 
dent’s garden, which addressthemselves for admira- 
tion more immediately to the palate than to 
the eye of the beholder—such as fine Neshan- 
ock potatoes, honest drumhead and early York 
cabbages, white andred sugar and pickle beets, 
marrowfat peas, carrots, parsnips; a&c. &c. with 
abundance of the fragaria Virginiana,or straw- 
berry, the dewberry, rasberry, &c. &c. In short, 
sir, the President’s garden, in all ils arrangements 
and beauties,, its trees, shrubs, vines, plants, flow- 
ers, and esculents, isin perfect keeping with the 
sumptuous and maginficent palace. 1 may add that 
we have been informed, by an official report com- 
municated to Congress in December last, that, du- 
ring the past season, ‘the public grounds at the Cap- 
itol and Presipent’s Mansion have been faithful- 
ly attended to by the PUBLIC GARDENER AND 
THE HANDS UNDER HIM. The trees have 
been skiltully pruned and trained; and the plats, 
borders, and gravel walks have been kept in supe- 
rior order.’ ‘The report might have also stated, 
with perfect truth, that men had been hired by the 
Government, and paid out of the public Treasury, 


False Fox Glove, 
Golden Mad, 


ioots the xanthium spinosum and rumex acetosella, 
or according to vulgar ‘lingo,’ burdock and sheep 
sorrel, 

As the President’s garden is enclosed by a high 
stone wall, and as the gutes are generally secured 
with locks, very few persons,! have been informed, 
visit it, except by special invitation, or in compa- 
ny with the President or some member of his 
household. ‘This exclusion, however, does not ex~ 
tend to Members of Congress, some of whom, 
(and more especially such as are favorites,) every 
alternate season, that is, during every long session, 
frequently take a stroll through the garden and ad- 
jacent grounds, ‘The present session is my fourth 
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at Washington ,and I have been in the garden twice; grounds of the President were brought into fine 
but on both occasions, we (another member was | condition, the fences were put in excellent order 
in company) were compelled, on reaching the wes- | the ‘high’ hills were made plain, and the ‘deep’ ah 
tern end of the garden, to clamber over the stone leys were made smooth, and the entire grounds, b 
wall finding the gates locked. the close of Mr. Adam’s Presidency, wore a ae 
In regard to the progressive improvement of the and finish quite acceptable to the taste and judg- 
grounds and garden of the President, various sug- ment of our plain, republican farmers. But a 
gestions have recently been made, and particularly mew order of things was soon destined to take 
by indivuals whose taste and nice discrimination place. You, sir, and], and a large majority of the 
(in matters of luxury and refinement) have been American People, about the time whereof [ have 
greatly improved by a visitto the magnificent gar- been speaking, were incautiously led to believe 
dens at the Palace of Versailles, and to some of that Mr. Adams was a lavish spendthrift, and that 
the rich and sumptuous parks and gardens belong- | his Administration was not only wastefu!lly extrav- 
ing to the Crown of England: It is supposed by | agant, but that it was rapidly verging the very con- 
these persons that the President's grounds would fines of monarchy, in the magnificent decorations 
presenta more complete and finished appearance of the Presidentia] palace, and by the studied in- 
by erecting Parian marble balustrades on either, troduction of court ceremonials. You doubtless 
side of the main gravel walks; by building some’ well remember the vo'uminous reports and the in- 
twenty or thirty miniature temples and pravilions _dignant denunciations on the fruitful themes of ex- 
atregular intervals along and adjacent to the south-| travagance and aristocracy that were spread before 
ern outer-wall; by constructing five or six artificial the country by the renowned champions of econo- 
lakes and fountains to pour their silver waters) my in both Houses of Congress during the never- 
through the mouths of ‘huge river gods and sea-| to-be-furgotten winter of 1827-8. You, sir, can- 
horses,’ with double the number of jets d’eau to fill | NOt fail, 100, to recollect the lugubrious homilies 
the atmosphere with spray and vapor. To these | Which were then addressed to all pious and devout 
improvements might well be added two or three Christians in relation to the purchase by Presi- 
hundred pieces of the first class of Italian statuary | dent Adams of a billiard table, billiard balls, cues 
—such, for instance, as Saturn, Jupiter, Juno, Mer- 2ndchessmen. All these solemn exhortation were 
cury, Diana, Neptunus, Aolus, Appollo, Venus de but the harbingers of the memorable era of re- 
Medecis, the Loves and Graces, the Naiades and form then about overtaking the Administration in 
Dryades, Jolly Bacchus and the Bacchantes, Vul-| its supposed headlong departure from the pre- 
can and his Cyclops, Hercules, Pan, Piutus, Mi-| cepts of the frugal, simple, democratic days of the 
das, and the Dragon that guarded the Golden Ap.- fathers of the Republic. ‘The pruning hook of re- 
ples in the garden of the Hesperides. trenchment was about being ushered in to lop off 
There is only one orther ornament which may | all superfluous expenditure as ‘skilfully’ as the 
with great propriety be procured, inasmuch as it | 52° useful implement at this day prunes the re- 
would serve to illustrate and perpetuate in a suita- dundant vranches from the trees ia the palace gar- 
ble form the truth of a very important historical | den. Tne hickory broom was also to be introduc. 
event,and that ornament should be a bronze colossal | © in order to scrub away the filthy cobwebs of aris- 
eqeustrian statue of Andrew Jackson with the lit. | fctacy then believed to be in the process of weav- 
tle Kinderhook magician mounted on behind him.| i? Within the very precints of the palace itself,— 
This statue I would have conspicuously placed up-| /4e Augean stable was likewise to be cleansed by 
on the stone balustrade which crowns the palace —| ‘he refurmers—a mngny work—and which in days 
Before the administration of John Q. Adams, the | °F yore required the !abors of Hercules—and no 
appropriations for improving the President's grounds | ™’rve!—for history informs us thatthree thousand 
had been very triflisg. During his term, however, | °X€2 had been confined in its stalls many years. 
two considerable sums were voted by Congress for} Well, the reformers attained to the full enjoy- 
that purpose. The first of these grants was five ment of the powers of the Government in March, 
thousand dollars by the act of the 25th of February,| 1829; and here, Mr. Chairman, I almost feel in- 
1826, for lovelliog, grading, and improving the Pre-| clined to resume my chair a few moments until we 
sident’s square. ‘The second grant was five thou-| may all contemplate in silent admiration the strange 
sand eigit hundred and sixty-five dollars by the! results of that most unique system of reformation 
act of the 22d May, 1826 for finishing the fences,! which had the omnific words ‘RETRENCRMENT AND 
graduating and improving the public grounds.—| Rerorm’ inscribed on its flaunting banner. A re- 
Prior tothe disbursement of these appropriations, | formation that bas faithfully perserved in encoura- 
the grounds presented a rude, uneven, and shape- | ging, ‘retrenchment? until it has reduced the annual 
less appearance; nota few of the pristine sandy | expenditures of the Government from the enor- 
knolls and small hollows still remained. ‘The fen- | mously prodigal amount of thirteen millions down 
cing too was quite imperfect; but, by the exercise | to the trifling sum of thirty-nine million dollars.— 
of a commendable economy in the expenditure of | A reformation which has so exercised the witty fac- 
the sums just mentioned, and by the application | ulties of its friends, that they have given birth toa 
of the money in the most beneficial manner to ac-| very useful (but hitherto occult) arithmetical rule, 
complish the objects comtemplated by the laws,the | by which they are enabled to demonstrate, in a 
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manner entirely satisfactory to themselves, this 
odd proposition: that fewer units are contained in 
the number 39 than in the number 13! And the 
foregoing result is reached with greater mathemati- 
cal precision than the sophomore, by the aid of ‘the 
black board,’ can wade through the protracted se- 
ries of ratiocination in the ‘Pons Asinorum.’ Ev- 
er since 1829, this singular doctrine of ‘Retrench- 
ment and Reform’ agreeable to the uew arithme- 
tical rule, has been the order of the day, and the 


stern principles of a most rigid economy in every | 


branch of the public service have been rigorously 
enforced—-according to the new rule. 

But, sir, the subject of “reform” is of a character 
too grave to be treated in this way. It would ap- 
pear that it had never occurred to the reformers, 
that having come into power through the “hue and 
cry” of extravagance, it was their highest duty, in 


conducting the affairs of the Government, to square | 


their practices in accordance with the doctrines 
they had so boisterously advocated. On the con- 
trary, they seem to have forgotten all that had ever 
been promised on the subject of Retrenchment and 
Reform, for, in almost every department of the Ad- 
ministration, the expenditures have been increased 
two, and in some of therm four fold. 
the case in an eminent degree in regard to the ex- 
penses for the improvement of the President’s 
grounds; you will be pleased to bear in mind that 
in the year 1826 the sum of $5,865 had _ been ap- 
propriated for finishing the fences, graduating and 
improving the public grounds, and that they had 


thus been placed in good condition immediately | 


prior to the advent of the Retrenchment Adminis- 
tration. Now, a gentleman without experience in 
the practices of these reformers, would be disposed 
to believe that they had not the boldness or the 
audacity to demand money to perfect a work which 
had already been finished in a plain, substantial 
manner. Hold, Mr. ‘Tyro, until you have first ob- 
tained a matriculation in the doctrines of ‘Retrench- 
ment and Reform’ as understood by the present Ad- 
ministration. In the mean time be good enough 
to tura to the books of the United States statutes for 
the last eleven years, and you willthere discover 
not less than ten several acts of Congres, appropri- 
ating large sums of money to improve the P’resi- 
dent’s grounds, &c. I will now present the com- 
mittee with a list of those laws: 
Act of 3d March, 1829. 
For work to be done on or about the 
President’s house and enclosures 
Act of 2d March, 1831, 

For alterations and repairs of the Presi- 


$6,361 86 


nent’s house 500 00 
For painting the President’s house, in- 

side and out 3,482 00 
For'planting trees and improving grounds, 

including the gardener’s salary 4,000 00 

Act of 2d March, 1833. 

For alterations and repairs of the Pres- 

ident’s house 500 00 
For planting treesand improving grounds, 

including the gardener’s salary 4,660 00 
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lor peeestal, wall-coping, railing, and 
foot-way 10,000 00 
For constructing reservoirs and foun- 
tains at President’s house and public 
offices, and enclosing and planting 
fountain square 
Act of 30th June, 1834, 
For alterations and repairs at the Presi- 
dent’s house, flooring the terraces, 
and erecting stables 


For gardener’s salary, and for laborers 
employed upon the grounds and walks 
at the President’s house, and for 
planting 


6,723 00 


6,670 00 


2,850 00 


For paving foot-ways at the north front 


of the President’s house, and making 
a gravel carriage.way. 
Act of 3d March, 1825, 

For alterations and repairs of the Presi- 

cent’s house, and for gardener’s sala- 

ry,and for keeping the grounds and 

walks in order, including the cost of 

trees and shrubs 


Act of Ath July, 1836 


13,744 00 


4,200 00 


ee | For alterations and repairs of the Presi- 
This has been | 


dent’s house, fur gardener’s salary, 
and for keeping the grounds and 
walks in order, including the cost of 
trees and shrubs 
For constructing dwarf wall and fence 
between the Executive buildings and 
the President’s house. 
Act of 3d March, 1837. 
For alterations and repairs of the Presi- 
dent’s house, and for superintendence 
of the grounds 
For constructing a dwarf wall and fence 
from the south-west corner of the 
President’s house 
Act of 6th April, 1833: 
For alterations and repairs of the Presi- 
dent’s house, and for superintendence 
of the grounds 
Act of 7th July, 1838. 
For laborers, and horse and cart and dri- 
ver employed at the President’s square 
Act of 3d March, 1839. 
For alterations and repairs of the Presi- 
dent’s house, and furniture, and for 
superintendence of the grounds 
T’or completing the special repairs here- 
tofore proposed in the President’s 
house, including a deficiency in a for- 
mer appropriation 


3,460 00 


1,165 50 


7,300 00 


1,300 00 


4,815 00 


2,015 00 


3,465 00 


1,511 22 





$88,722 58 





icra we have, sir, the enormous amount of $88, 
722 58, squandered by these glorious retrenching 
reformers, in erecting stables, building dwarf walls 
and coping, constructing fountains, paving foot- 
ways, planting, transplanting, pruning, and dress- 
ing horse chesnuts, lindens, Norway spruce, and 
‘ balm of Gilead; hauling and depositing rich soil for 
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top dressing flower beds and borders, training and| June, 1834,) he procured the 
irrigating honey-suckles, trumpet creepers, primro- | propriating the sum of $6 ,670 “for alterations and 
ses, lady slippers, and dandelions, cultivating sweet- | repairs of the Presiden’s Heuse flooring ri Ais . 
scented grass, and preparing beautiful bouquets for ces, and ERECTING STABLES" The mone was * 
the palace saloons, ‘The President’s grounds con- be sure, granted for the purpose anaes stables 

tain about twenty acres. Our pseudo reformers not to pay for stabling already erected ” But mad 
have, therefore, expended on what they are pleased | matter, it was applied to the latter object The 
to call ‘improvements,’ an average of $1,436 10. particular phraseology of the act had the effect 
per acre, or $8,065 68 per annum, since the newly (whether intended to answer that object or not) to 
invented arithmetical rule of retrenchment andre- keep the people ignorant of this petty exercise of 
form has been put into successful operation. And arbitrary power. The introduction of the phrase 
yet they have the effrontery todemand an addition- ‘alterations and repairs of the President’s House? 
al appropriation of $3,665 by the bill now under would not have hindered the Executive, according 
consideration. Some of the improvements or aller- to the ingenious mode of construing similar expres- 
ations introduced by the reformers are of a character sions in other acts of Congress, from applying the 
truly novel. You will remember that, by the act of whole appropriation to the stables alone. For in- 
the 25th of February,1825, the sum of $5,000 was stance, by the act of 3d of March, 1839, the sum 
appropriated for ‘levelling,’ grading, &c., the Pres- | of $3,465 was appropriated for ‘alterations and re- 
ident’s square, and that the Administration of that | pairs of the Presideni’s House and furniture, and 
day took measures to carry into effect the intention | for superintendence of the grounds.’ Now, to ex- 
of Congress, by digging down the knolls, and by fill- | hibit the ingenious construction given to the lan- 
ing up the hollows, and in this manner levelling | guage of the law just quoted by that officer of the 
or making plain and flat the surface of the ground. | President who has charge over this important branch 
But after all, Mr. Chairman, ‘variety is the very | of the publicservice, I will present two or three 
spice of life,’ and so thought our reformers. ‘The | vouchers for money disbursed by him in pursuance 
survey of smooth lawns and gently sloping meads, | of that law; 
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passage of a law ap- 


covered with rich coats of white and red clover and Wasuineton, June 14, 1839. 
luxuriant orchard grass, nade no delightful impres-| | Major Noland, Bought ot Wm. Buist. 
sion on theireyes. No, sir; mere meadows are too; March 22dand 28th: To 4 dozen of 

common to gratify the refined taste of an exquisite | large Darty Ross, at $1 50 each $72 00 
with ‘sweet sandy whiskers.’ He musthave undu-| June 7th: To 2 Verpenas, 75 cents 

lations, ‘beautiful mounds, and other contrivances,’ | each; 1 Perunra, 75 cents 2 25 


to ravish his exalted and ethereal soul. Hence, — 
the reformers have constructed a number of clever; June 15, 1839. Rec’d payment in full. $74 25 
sized hills, every pairof which, it is said, was de- WM. BUIST’ 
signed to resemble and assume the form of AN;  [Endorsed’] ‘Alterations and repairs of the Pres- 
Amazon’s Bosom, with a miniature knoll or hillock | ident’s House. &c., $74 25. Wan. Buist’s receipt 
on its apex, to donote the n—ple. ‘Thousands of | for snrussery, June 15, 1839, No. 3.’ 

the People’s dollars have been thrown away on/ (aon of Public Buildings To P. Casev, Dr 
these silly fancies, which are better adapted to} 1p, 04 Joads of MANURE, delivered at the donc 
please the sickly and vicious taste of palace dandies, ncnataile ‘ stun a $15 00 
than to gratify the simple eye of plain, republican May 7, 1839. Certified by John Ousley. 


freemen. May 11, 1839. Rec’d payment. P. CASEY? 
Although, from the earliest feudal times, all) [Endorsed.] ‘Alterations and repairs of the 

kingly establishments have been distinguished for President’s House, $15. P. Casey’s receipt for 

the extent and magnificence of their stalls for the, manure, May 11, 1839. No. 22.’ 

‘royal steeds,’ yet, until the accession of our refor-| ‘Commissioner of Public Buildings—To sundry 








mers to the administration of the Government, sta- persons on account of MANURE. 

bling formed no appurtenance to the Presidential |To Wm. Fitzgerald, 49 loads, at 372 cts. $18 374 
palace. But the predecessor of the present incum-| Thomas Grady, 95 loads, at do 35 623% 
bent, with some other singular notions, had an ar-| James Lee, 2 loads, at do 75 

dent love for the horse race. His fleet coursers,, Wm. Brown, 43 loads, at do 16 124 


consequently, must be provided for; stalls must be} Michael Dooley, brooms 4, at 50 cents 2 00 
prepared, where they might be fed, lodged, sumpt- —-— 
uously clothed, and waited upon by palace grooms| I certify the above account to be correct. $72 8743 
appointed to that service. He ‘assumed the re- JAMES MAHER.’ 
sponsibility,’ issued the necessary orders, and ex-| [Endorsed.] ‘Alterations and repairs of the Presi- 
tensive structures, externally beautiful and internal-| dent’s House, &c., $72 874. Sundries for com- 
ly commodious, were forthwith erected. Mind,| post. July 1 1839. No. 6. 

Mr. Chairman, this expenditure was incurred with-| Here, you will observe Mr. Chairman, Congress 
out any authority in law. But the old chief did| made an appropriation for ‘repairs’ of the Presi- 
not m‘etake his power and influence over the minds| dent’s House, and the money has been applied to 
of his party in Congress, for subsequently (30th of! purchase manure to fertilize his potato and cabage 
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beds. Congress made an appropriation for super: 
intendeace ot the grounds and the money has been 
expended, notin overseeing the grounds, batun 
purchase of large daily roses, verbenas, and petu- 
nias, Se lt-respect furbids me to denounce, in suit 
able terms these pe'ty acts of meanness and palpa- 
ble breaches of official duty. Be 
ever, that the officer who ts not faiihtul over small 
things wall not be faiihful over greater things. And 
now, Mr. Chairman, having taken a promenade 
through the Pre sident’s garden and grounds, let us 
enter his palace, and survey ils spicious courts, its 
gorgeous banquet halls, its sumptuous drawin 
rooms, its glittering and dazzling salvo. s, with ali 
their magnificent and sumptuous atray of gold and 
silver.crimson and orange,blue and vivletscreens ot 
Ionic columnsymarblemanties,with Italian black and 
gold fronts,gilt eagle cornices,rich cut glass and gilt 
chandeliers,suspendedby beautiful Grecian chain,gili 
eagle-head candelebras,French bronze guilt lamps, 
with crystal globes,bronzed and gilt French bracket 
framed mirrors of prodigious size, large ligh's, gilt 
Italian slab mantel glasses,French gilt bronze mantel 
time-pieces, mahogany gilt mounted and rose- wood 
piano fortes, gilt-mounted bureaus, superb malhoga- | 
ny wardrobes, mahogany guili bronze-mounted sec- 
retaries, damesk, satin and double silk window 
curtains, with gilded eagles, stars, and ornamented 
rays, royal Wilton and imperial Brussels and Sax- 
on carpets, gilt and satin seitees, sofas, bergeres, 
divans, tabourets and French cou fortables, elegant | 
mahogany gilt eagle-mounted French bedsteads, | 
gilt plateaus, gaudy artificial flowers, rich blue and | 
gold bonbons, tambours, compotiers, ice cream va- 
ses, splendid French China vases, olive boats, oc- 
tagon bowls, silver tureens, boats, and baskets, of | 
very rich work, golden goblets, table spoons, knives | 
and forks, &c. | 
Sir, I shall detain you no longer with this enu- 
meration of rich wares, for lam sure your patience 


assured, low- 


| 


' 
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each mantel is furnished with a mirror, the plates 
of which measure 100 by 5S inches, framed ina 
beautiful style; and a pair of rich ten light lamps, 
bronzed and guilt, with a row of drops around the 
fountain, and a pair of French China vases, richly 
wilt and painted, with glass shades and flowers,— 
Chere are three very splendid gilt chandeliers, 
each for eighteen candles, the style of which ig 
entirely pew; the colorof the glass and cutting 
perhaps exeeed any thing of the kind ever seen.— 
A small bronzed and guilt’ work, corresponding 
with the mantel lamps, the niches and recesses of 
which are supphed with eight French bronzed aad 
wit bracket lights, each for five candies. ‘The car- 
pet, Which contains near O00 yards, is of fine 
Brussels, of fawn, blue, and yellow, with a red ber- 
der. Under each chandelier is placed a round 
table of beautiful workmanship, with Italian black 
and gold slabs; on the centre tabie is placed a beau- 
tial thin light lamp, supporved by female figures; 
on the end tables are giltastral lamps. Each pier 
is filled with a beautiful pier table, richly bronzed 
and gilt, corresponding with the round tables, each 
table having a lamp and pair of French China va- 
ses with flowers and shades agreeing with those on 
the mantels. ‘The curtains are of biue and yellow 
moreen, witha gilied eagle, represented as holding 
up the drapery which extends over the piers. On 
the cornice is a live of gilded stars, aud over the 


semicircle of the doors, besides large pilded and 


ornamented rays, are 24 gilded stars. emblematic 
ofthe States, and corresponding with those on the 
cornice. ‘Ine stars havea very fine effect. The 
sofas and chairsare covered with blue damask satin. 
All the furniture corresponds in color and style.’ 


The Court Journal awards great merit for the 
taste displayed in the selection and disposition of 
the various articles, which, observes the ‘Telegraph, 
‘itis understood, has received the entire approba- 
tion of the President? Afier hearing this descrip- 





would be severely tried were I to name even the tion, who can deny that this room, intended for the 
tenth part of the curious, the magnificent, and the comfort of our Democratic Chief Magistrate, is 
costly articles of luxury, of pride and of show ad -adorsed with regal splendor far above any of the 
ered into the palace by the various caterers who grand saloons at Buckingham Palace, Carlton 
m ‘ € wt i si = c . 
have been engaged in that _ —— ed House, or Windsor Castle? J ask you, sir, wheih- 
of the puplic service. “* cannot of fer in furnishing the East Room with all its gilded 
Chairman, to read you a description of the great’ eagles, gilded stars, gilded rays, golden slabs, gor- 
banquetting hali, commonly called the ‘East Room, | geous drapery, and dazzling foreign ornaments, & 
takea from the United States Telegraph, (‘he | que regard has been paid ‘to the simplicity and pus 
Court Journal of the day,) December 1529. ‘This sity of institutions.’ frugal , 
pokey etre Powe A ages wig dae “A a ee of our institutions,’ or to the frugal, plain, un- 
’ een furnishe the first tir 20UL | gs publi ' 
ta hy rb ’ ~ ‘/~ ostentatious, and republican character of our Peo 
dat period, by the predecessor Of ine presen a ple, who are represented in it? Ona the contrary, 
cumbent. Itis 80 feet long, by 40 wide, and 2% ques not all this glittering display of costly finery, 
feet high, and is furnished with handsome stucce | ;},\s blinding our eves with the blaze of royal mags 
cornice. Now let us hear the description: __ | nificence, approximate too closely the pride, pomp, 
‘The paper is of a fine lemon color with rich| and grandeur of those Governments in which stars 
cloth border; four new mantels have also been pla-| and garters and shining coronets confer not only 
ced in the room, of black marble, with Italian black | the means of luxurious enjoyment, but of ‘civil su- 
and gold fronts; each fireplace has a handsome grate periority.” I cannot but admire and wonder at 
fixed; there were, however, in the house before the great number of lamps, candles, and bracket 
new bronzed and steel fenders, and sets of brass lights, deemed necessary to illumine a single room 
fire irons, and chimney hooks have been added;) jn the President’s palace. Letus see: 
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‘pair of rich ten light’ mantle lamps, - sO 
‘very splendid gilt’ chande)iers, each for 
eighteen candles, - a 5A 


~ 


» ~ 
8 ‘French bronzed and gilt bracket lights, 
each for five candles,’ ° can 
1 ‘beautifil thin light lamp, supported by 
female figures,’ - r . 


2 ‘gilt astral lamps, on the end tables,’ 2 
3 ‘lamps on pier tables,’ - Sm 
180 


Here, Mr. Chairman, our Democratic President 
shines with the overpowering lustre of one hundred 
and eighty lights. Had you the eyes of the fabled 


Argus, he would blind them all. It really ap-| 


pears as if he had intended not only to bedizen the 
vision of his democratic friends, but to rival, by the 
effulgent beams of his palace, the ‘glorious king of 
day’ nimself. Brilliant and princely, however, 
as the East Room had been fitted up by the late 
President, it was destined to have its colors brighit- 
ened, and its powers of attraction increased, by the 
exquisite taste of its present occupant—for, in an 
official report made in December last, the following 
important and gratifying information is communi- 
cated to Congress: 


‘ The East Room in the President’s mansion has 
been geatly improved by being newly painted, 
and papered wit’ a rich, chaste, beautiful paper. 


The former paper wasa ‘fine lemon color,’ ‘with 
a rich cloth border,’ but Mr. Van Buren had doubt- 
less been apprized, either by one of his sons, who 
at the time was on inost familiar intercourse with, 
if nota resident at, the court of St. James, or, per- 
haps, by a more formal communication through the 
Lord High Chainberlain of her Majesty’s House 
hold, that wall-paper of the ‘lemon color’ had, du- 
ring the progress of the last year, become unfash- 
ionable, and had not for several months been gen- 
erally admitted as suitable for the parlors of the first 
grade of noblemen, much less for the royal ban- 
quetting saloons: Hence, Mr. Van Buren, as eve- 
ry person of rank and fashion, and more especially 
as every gentleman born was, by the rigid laws of 
fashionable life, bound to do, issued his royal man- 
date on the first day of July, in the year of our 
Lord one thousad eigit hundred and thirty-nine, 
that the ‘paper of the lemon color, witha rich cloth 
border,’ should be forthwith taken off the board 
walls of the Eastern room, and that ‘a rich, chaste, 
and beautiful paper’ should be substituted in its 
stead. ‘That the first clause of this royal ordinance 
was faithfully executed, will distinctly appear from 
the following voucher: 


‘President’s House, to Henry Snowden, Dr. 
‘To taking off the paper of the East Room, as 
per agreement with C. F. Wood, sixteen dollars 
$16 00 
‘July 1, 1839. Rec'd payment of Wm. Noland Esq. 

‘HENRY SNOWDEN, his X mark. 

‘Witness, J, B. Rooker. 
‘Certified by Charles F. Wood.’ 
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Endorsed—'Completing special repairs of the 
| President’s House, &c. $16. Henry Snowden’s 
receipt for work on the E st Room of the President's 
wet July 1, 1839. No. 12 





An official voucher now “in my hands will alao 

| Show that sixty pieces of paper, at $5 each, m , 
$300, were purchased from S. P. I'rank\in on the 
20th August, 1839, forthe East Room, and that 
the further sum of $30 was paid to that gentleman 
for hanging the same. And thus, sir, it is made 
| manifest that not lees than three hundred and forty- 
| six dollars of the money of your constituents and of 
| my constituents have been expended during last 
summer for the gratification of a womanish but 


inking 


costly whim, in substituting ‘a rich, chaste, and 
beautiful’ silver paper, with golden borders, fur the 
unfashionable ‘lemon color, with a rich cloth bor- 
der. But asa suitable recompense for this profli- 
_gate waste of the public funds, the ‘hard-handed 
| democracy’ of the country have been officially ad- 
| vised that ‘ he East Room in the President's man- 
_ sion has been greatly improved.’ ‘They must there- 

fore be content, 

Mr. Chairman, there is a notable historical inci- 
dent associated with this East Room, to which I 
may with prepriety recur whilst we are within the 
room itself, and before we pass through the massive 
japanned doors, into the magnificent Elliptical Sa- 
loon. where I next proposed to conduct you. That 
historical event refers to tho eelebrated -East Room 
Letter,’ addressed to the Ejitor of the ‘Richmond 
Enquirer, and dated at Washington, January 1, 
1827. Ilere is the letter: 

‘This being the day on which the President’s 
House is thrown open to all visiters, 1 went, among 
o:hers, to pay my respects to him, or, rather, | shouid 
fairly confess, | went to see the Easr Room, for the 
furnishing of which we had voted twenty-five thou- 
sand dollars at the last session of Congress. Iwas 
anxious to see how that amount of furniture could 
be stowed away ina single room, and my curiosity 
was fully satisfied. It was trully a gorgeous sight 
to behold, but had too much the look of regal mag- 
nificence to be pacfecily agreeable to my old repub 
lican feelings.’ 

To establish the falsity of this celebrated letter, 
I will refer you to extracts from two distinguished 
public Journals, one of them the “official organ’ of 
General Jackson’s Administration, and the other at 
that period in full communion with ‘the party:’ 

‘It is well known that, through Mr- Adams’s 
aristocratic pride, this elegant room(i. e. the Last 
room) inthe President’s House was left unrURNISH- 
gp..— U.S. Telegraph, Aug, 1, 1829. 

Tie New York Courier and Enquirer of Novem- 
ber, 1829, states as follows: 

‘The coalition papers tell us that the East Room 
is going to be furnished. This, at the best, is bad 
authority; but if it be true, we are happy to hear 
it. ‘he manner in which Mr. Clay‘’s President 
kept the East Room was disrespectful to the office 
of President of the United States. Instead of its 
looking neat, and clean, and tidy,and being decent- 
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ly furnished, as the mansion of the President of a | 
great republic ought to be, it was full of cobwebs, 
a few old chairs, lumbering benches, broken glass, 
and looked exactly lke one of the apartments 
in Windsor Castle, Holyrood Palace, ot the Tower 
of London, those appendages to kings and mon- 
archs. The head of a republic ought to give an 
example of the thri!tiness and virtuous habits of the 
people who put hin there. Livery plain Repub- 
lican, when visiting Washington, will now find a 
chair to sit down upon in the ‘East Room.’ They 
wont be kept standing upon their legs,as they do 
before kings and emperors, and az practised by Mr 
Clay's President, till they are so tired as scarcely | 
to know whether they have any legs tostand upon. 
Unless General Jackson put Goop, SOUND, SUBSTAN- 
TIAL FURNITURE into the *East Room,’ the REFORM | 
is not complete in that quarter, and the People| 
wont forgive him for neglecting it.’ 

What a strange commentary do the gorgeous, 
and dazzling garnishiments of the ‘ast Room,’ af-| 
ford in regard tothe remarks of the ‘Courier and | 
Enquirer,’ which have just been read by the Clerk. | 
‘Every PLAIN REPUBLICAN,’ forsooth, ‘when visiting | 
Washington, will now find AcHAtRto sit down up | 
on in the ‘East Room.’’ Ay, sir, every plain re-| 
publican will now find a set of chairs in that splen- | 
did and royal saloon, which took the round su:n of | 
SIX HUNDRED DOLLARS of the PEOPLE’S CASI) 
to pay for. Is not that ‘sitting down’ with a ven-_ 
geance? ‘Mr. Cray’s President, (Mr. Apams) | 
through aristocratic pride, kept the East Room| 
‘full of cobwebs, a few old chairs, lumbering ben- 
ches, and broken glass.’ On the other hand, Mar- 
tin Van Buren—plain, republican-la:d-handed-de- 
mocratic-locofoco Martin Van Buren—has it now 
garnished with gold framed mirrors ‘as big as a) 
barn door,’ to behold his plain republican seif in.— | 
What need he care if those mirrors have taken. 
TWENTY-FOUR HUNDRED DOLLARS of the PEOPLE’S | 
CASH to pay for them? Is not such democracy | 
a burlesque on common sense and common decen- 
cy? But, Mr. Chairman, Iam not done with the 
‘celebrated East Room letter.’ ‘hat letter was | 
not only false, but was, immediately afier its pub- 
lication, known to have been a sheer fabrication, 
‘from beginning to end.’ For the sake of the au- 
thor’s reputation, it therefore became necessary 
that his name should be withheld from the People. | 
The editor of the Richmond Enquirer, instead of | 
exposing the base coiner of the falsehood, main- 
tained the deep silence of the grave in regard to 
the writer of the letter during a period of alinost’ 
four months; and it was not until after repeated | 
goadings that he became restive and sore, and be- 
gan to manifest a proper disposition to clear his | 
own skirts of the forgery. Ile accordingly an-| 
nounced in the Richmond Enquirer of the 27th 
April, 1827, in reply to an article in some other 
newspaper on the subject ofthe letter, that ‘the 
account towhich the writerrefers respecting the 
East Room was forwarded to us, as it purports, 
by one of the most intelligent and distinguished | 
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members of Congress.’ ‘This ‘most intelligent 
and distingushed member of Congress’ turned out 
to be Taomas Hanr Benton, who subsequently 


became still more distinguished as the author of 


the ‘Gold Humbug.’ 1 said that his ‘East Room 
letter’ was false throughout, and that it was made 
up of the whole piece of cloth: for it appears, at 
the very time (Ist January, 1527) that letter was 
written, describing the furniture of the East Room 
as gorgeoustoa degree of ‘regal magnificence,’ the 
room bad no furniture, excepting a few old chairs, 
lumbering benches, broken glass,” and divers fra. 
ternities of cobwebs. Sir, 1 yo for these old re- 
miniscences, and I hold that, when ‘one of the 
most intelligent and distinguished members of 


Congress’) will deliberately sit dowo in his chair 


and fabricate for publication a wilful lie, for the 
purpose of deceiving the People, he ought ever to 
be keptin fresh remembrance. [lis ttle should 
be branded deeply on his forehead as ever was the 
letter R on the felon’s cheek. Sir, Thomas HL. 
Benton begot that falsehood—it was proved upon 
him; and though other matters on account of youth. 
ful indiscretion may be forgiven and forgotten, this 
base coinage he brought to his own dvuor, and is and 
will be remembered by the People of the U. 8S. 
ITaving paid our respects to the ‘East Room, 
let us, Mr. Chairman, take a view of what is, at 
the present day,called the *Biue Evugericart Sa- 
Loon,’ though in former times it was known as the 
‘Green Circular Parlor ‘This aparéiient is near!y 


| oval in form, and forty feet long by thirty wide.— 


In its beautiful shape, rich French furniture, showy 
drapery,cosily gilded ornaments,and general arrang- 
ments, the ‘Blue Elliptical Saloon’ has frequently 
been pronounced, in the judgment of the best con- 
noisseurs, the choicest room of the palace. It is 
believed to have been prepared and furnished very 


much after the style of the most brilliant drawing 


rooms at the Tuilleries, ontainbleau, Neuilly, and 
St. Cloud. ‘To give you, sir, a proper idea of the 
‘regal magnificence’ of this saloon at this day, I 
will first enumerate some of the articles with 
which it had been furnished before Mr. Van Buren 
became ity occupant, and shall then show that he 
expended, in ‘improving’ the furniture of that room, 
during the first ten months of his presidency, the 
sum of $1,805 55 of the Prorte’s casu. Sir, 
NoT OF HIs OWN, ‘The ‘Blue Elliptical Saloon,’ 
among other furniture, bad the following: 

1 superb French gilt mantel time piece, repre- 


/senting Minerva leaning on her buckler, on the 


face of which the clock is placed; the whole stand- 
ing on a square bronze pedestal, adorned on three 
sides with military trophies in bas relief, The en- 
tire work is bronzed, elegautly carved, and richly 
gilded. 

2 large gilt framed mirrors. 

3 splendid gilt eagle cornices. 

1 large glass and gilt chandelier of 30 lights, 
ornamented with female figures and a bust of Di- 


ana. ‘The branches being embellished with the 
head of Minerva. 
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1 pair elegant bronze and heavy gilt mantel bran- | 


ches, garnished with ivy leaves and female figures | 
carrying trumpets. 

1 bronze and gilt candelabras, supported by a 
figure standing on a round pedestal and bearing a 
palm-tree, with five livhts, 

I pairof bronze and gilt andirons,’with es 
in antique colors. 

1 set of splendid Porcelain vases, decorated with | 
the rich landscape of Passey, embracing the man-| 
sion of Dr. Franklin, when he resided in France. | 

1 bust of Washington. 

1 gilt consul table, with marble top. 

3 sets of double silk window curtains, 

24 elegant giltand satin chairs. 


les 
| 


4 Do. do. settees, for recesses. 
2 Do. do. sofas and pillows, 
2 Do. do. fire screens. 


L large elliptical French carpet. 

This carpet was very elegant, and cost 9,059 
francs. It was of the most brilliant and dazzling 
colors; had a splendidly embroidered work in the 
centre, representing a Bald Eagle, ‘large as \ife,’ 
with a scroll_in his beak, inscribed with ‘EF pluri- 


CATS, are? 





bus unum,’ and with the usual accompaniment of | 
arrows in his talons; while the flag of America, em- 
blazoned by the stars and stripes, waved over his 
head. 

I said, sir, | would show that Mr. Van Buren had 
expended $1,805 55, within ten months after he 
had gone into possession,in making improvements in 
the ‘Blue Elliptical Ssloon.” I prove this expendi- 
ture by au original voucher, which L hold in my | 
hand, cated December 12, 1837, containing the | 
hill and receipt of Messrs. Patton & Co. New! 
York, for materials, &c.furnshed to improve the 
President’s house. The entire bill, as receipted is 








$4,316 18; of that amount $1,805 55 was for ar 
ticles, &. for this room, viz: 
‘3 windows,’ (eurtains) $1,307 50 
SATIN MEDALLION, _ 176 37 
Silk cord, 24 66 
Plain satin, 38 12 
Galloon, 74 50 / 
SILK TASSELS, 42 00 
Gimp, , 54 65 
Repairing and covering 14 chairs, 24 00 
: do. 2 sofas, 24 00 
Do. do. 4 TAROURETS, 8 00 
Do. do. 2 screens, 4 00 
Do. do. f) FOOTSTOOIS, 6 25) 
Do. do. 4 sersrittows, 16 00) 
Do. do. Music stool 1 50 








$1,805 55 

Mr. Chairmen, how do you relish the notion of 
voting away the Harp casi of your constituents, 
of your farmers, mechanics, and poor laborers, for 
silk tassels, galloon, gimp, and satin medallion, to 
beautify and adorn the ‘Blue Elliptical Saloon ?— 
Suppose, sir, after you shall have returned to the | 
charming prairies of Illinois, some plain, honest- 
republican ‘Sucker’ should inquire what use a real 
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red pillows, foot- 
stools, and TARCURETs in the ‘Blue Elliptical Sa- 
loon ;’ how would you reply to that honest Suchker’s 
interrogatory? Would’nt you acknowledge your- 
self fairly stumped? But suppose he would ask 
what sort of animals these TaBourers, of Tappy- 
. , I will endeavor to tell him, for I have 
‘ately given some little attention to this curious de- 
partmentof natural history. ‘The Tanovurer is an 
article of furniture, which, in Europe and Asia, is 
only to be met with in the richest saloons of mon- 
archs. IJtis a coavex seat, without arms or back, 
and in form bearing a close resemblance to a Turk- 
ish standard, or the moon in her first quarter; ig 
composed of citt wvop, cushioned and stuffed 
With very fine black horse hair, covered with crim- 
son damask, figured satin, and garnished with silk 
lace, gold fringe, taesels, tufts, and stars. It is 
supported by an X. Even before the days 
of the Crusades, THE HONORS OF THE TABOoU- 
RET were held in the highest esteem. ‘This honor 
consisted in the distinguished privilege of strr1ne 
UPON A TAROURET IN THE ROYAL, PRESENCE. By 
long and well established court ceremonial law in 
many monarchies, no individual in the kingdom is 
entitled to enjoy this high distinction, on grand gala 
days, save @ DUCHESS OF THE BLOOD ROYAL. In 
confurmation of what I have stated in regard to the 
importance ascribed to the ‘honors of the tabouret,’ 





‘Twill read a sentence or two from a recent and 


very interesting work by Governor Cass, our dis« 
tinguished minister at the Court of St. Cloud.— 
The book is entitled ‘France, its King, Court, and 
Government.’ I read from page 84, London edi- 
tion: 

‘Under the ancient regime, the right to have both 
folding-doors thrown open,or to sit upon a tabouret, 
which is a cushioned stool, was one of the greatest 
honors a subject could aspire to, and excited more 
sensation than many a political event affecting the 
prosperity of the kingdom. On particular days 
the King dined in public, when the principal per- 
sonages of the court and the kingdom were seen 
standing at his chair, holding plates and towels 
under their arms and in the‘r hands,’ &c. 

Mr. Chairman, I hesitate not tosay that, if vou 
inquire minutely into the history and uses of the 
tabouret, you cannot fail to discover that it has ev- 
er been regarded as among the indispensable rega- 
lia of a monarch,and is by many considered almost 
as essential to kingly paraphernalia as the royal 


| jewels, the sceptre, the diadem, or even the crown 


itself. "The four tabourets in the ‘Blue Elliptical 
Saloon’ of the President’s palace were procured 
from France, and cost 939 francs 8 centimes.— 
Here, sir, is the bill transmitted to this country 


with the tabourets: ; 
‘Detial dun Tabouret en X. 


Le bois dore 125 00 
4 Exoffe a dessin at 35 00 17 00 
2 Bordure troispouces at 6 90 12 00 
2 do 18lignes at 3 00 6 00 
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# Pieces surfait at 2 50 165/ 44 © + cotton 16 72 
1 Toile d'Embourrure at 7D 75 210 “™ embroidered eagle muslin 352 80 
7 Ibs.Crin noir d’Enchantillon2 20 15 40,120 “ — satin border 492 00 
t Toile douce at 1 S80 110 196 * yellow silk 607 60 
1i Cordonnet ensoie at 79 140 1382 “ blue silk 377 52 
1i Fesarde 4 lignes at 1 00 185 17 *& white silk ’ ” D515 74 
13 Franges en sore at 15 00 28 12 Mr. Nolen’s bill for GILT RAYS - 70 00 
Facon et menues fuurnitures 24 00) A. Lejamber’s bill of ORNAMENTS 255 75 
—— Putting up the curtains 274 36 


234 77 —vemeny 
| 3,195 85 
349 50 
3U 00 





Les 4 tabourets en X 939 OS Profit 10 per centum 


Now, sir, I should like to hear the honest opin- | Expenses of upholsterers in Washington 


m ° . . | 
ions not only of the plain, republican ‘Suckers, but |_| ; 
also of the ‘ZIvorsiers, of the ‘ Wolverines,’ and | Cost of East Room curtains 


of the ‘Buckeyes,’ about these tabby-cats. Wont! | have no doubt that the more rich and fashiona- 
they think ‘them animals rather dangerous critters’ | }Je portion of Mr. Van Buren’s friends will urge 
to be kept snugly seated within the ‘Blue Elliptical | jg his defence that the curtains purchased for the 
Saloon?’ Wont they object against Mr. Van Bu- | «Blue Elliptical Saloon’ are very cheap; that they 


ren paying away THEIR casi for the purpose Of | are composed of the richest materials, and are in 
dressing up these tabby cats in new damask silk | perfect harmony with all the gorgeous arrangements 
frocks? But I would also very much desire to 


in this magnificent saloon, Whereas the curtains 
learn the views of these plain, republican ‘Suckers’ | which were there at the retirement of Gen. Jackson 
in regard to three new window curtains, bought by | were merely crimson damask double silks, that had 
our demecratic President fur the ‘Blue Elliptical | peen bought from Mr. Perdreauville for the trifling 
Saloon.’ You will see, by ‘ihe bill, that $1,807- | sum of four hundred and fifty dollars,and were not 
50 of the Propie’s casi was paid for these three | deemed by fashionable gentlemen and ladies suffi- 
curtains— making just $485 83 apiece, I am dis- | ciently spl -ndid to suit the other drapery of the sa- 
posed to believe that the plain,republican ‘Suckers’ | Joon, Whether this defence will be considered as 
will think $435 83 is a little too much money to | good for $1,307 50 of the People’s cash, | leave the 
be laid out fur ‘fixing’? one window curtain. Why | People themselves to determine. 
sir that sum would build three or four comfortable We shall now, Mr. Crairman, take our leave of 
‘Log Cabins,’ and finish them off completely, wiih | the ‘Blue Elliptical Saloon;* but before we pass out 
puncheon floors, clap-board roofs, cobs, eave-beat- | of the door, turn your eyes, and take a moment’s 
ers, butting-poles, weight poles, and ridge-poles, | survey of the ‘tout assemble,’ not omitting the highly 
and including cat and clay chimneys into the bar. | polished and beautiful marble mantle, with its su- 


$3,875 35 


gain, and would also leave a few dollars besides to 








treat the folks who came ta the ‘raisin’ with as 
much HWARD-CIDER as they can stow away under | 
the belts of their linsey-woolsey hunting-shirts. 

But, sir, what will those plain, republican ‘Suck- 
ers’ say when I suggest that Mr. Van Buren, doubt- 
less, inthe opinion of the ‘importers of French 
silks,’ made money, or, to speak with more propri- 
ety, saved money to the People by the purchase of 
these three window curtains at $1,807 50?2?— 
for the curtains which now hang at the seven win- 
dows of the ‘East Room’ required exactly $3,875- 
39 of the PropLe’s Money, or the moderate sum 
of $553 62 for each curtain. Do I startle your 
fold republican feelings?? Mr. Chairman it rejoi- 
ces my heart tobehold that honest frown of disap- 
probation resting on your brow at the recital of this 
prodigal and Javish waste of the money of your 
constituents. I like always to be armed with the 
proofof every important fact whichI desire to bring 
before the country,l wiil psesent you, sir,the bill of 
items for the curtains in the East Room, They 
were purchased from the firm of L. Veron & Co. 
in Philadelphia. Here is the bill: 


Suits of Curtains for East Room. 
216 yards long silk fringe $410 40 














44 ‘ heavy cord silk fringe 121 00 








perb but fantastic ornaments, and tell me whether 
this sumptuously garnished saloon bears the char- 
acteristics of an apartment intended for the accom- 
modation of the chief servant of a plain economical 
hardy and republican people? Or whether it does 
not more resemble the Audience Room of a Mon- 
arch, in which he receives his sleek and riband- 
vedecked courtiers, as they present themselves with 
their humblest genuflexions and prostrations, crouch- 
ing like fawning spaniels to the hand which hag it 
in its power to throw them a bone? 

On each side of the ‘Blue Elliptical Saloon’ and 
communicating therewith by very large smoothly 
varnished doors, is a parallelogram drawing-room, 
of 30 by 22 feet. These apartments are called the 
‘green’ and ‘yellow’ drawing rooms, and, bv some, 
are supposed to rival the ‘Saloon’ in the splendor 
and richness of their drapery and other decorations, 
and with it form a suit of rooms that many of the 
inferior Monarchs of Europe would feel proud to 
possess. ‘I'hese three parlors were formerly used 
for the reception of Company on a stated day 
(Wednesday ) in every week, when the palace doors 
were thrown wide oven for all the citizens of the 
Republic who were disposed to enter and pay their 
respects to the Chief Magistrate of the nation. But 
the good old usages and liberal practices of Jeffer- 


Oo 
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son, Madison, and Monroe are no longer of author- | all the blaze of equipage, and all the trappings of 
ity at the palace; economy, not of the People’s. royalty, have bo attraction for the eyes of plain, 
cash, but of the President’s, is now in that quarter republican freemen. ‘They know full well shat all 
the order of the day. Hence, instead of those old this finery was purchased of the coachmaker, the 
and well-appointed ‘weekly’ visits and greetings, Painter, the carver, the gilder, the harness-maker, 
when all the People were at liberty to partake of @nd the tailor; and that the little-souled mortal who 
the good cheer of the President’s House, there has ‘bus rages to out shine all others in externalsa—who 
been substituted one cold, stiff, furmal, and cere-, Would monopolize not only the luxuries of a pal- 
monious assembly on the first day of every year, 9&8 but all notice, all respect, and all consideration 
At this annual levee, notwithstanding its pomp —would also desire to wear a glittering coronet,and 
and pageantry, no expense whatever is incurred by | '@ lord it over his species. Our plain, republican citi- 
the President personally. No fruits, cake, wine, 20S are too intelligent to look with approbation at a 
coffee, hard cider, or other refreshments of any royal pageant that offends them with its glare: and 
kind are tendered to his guests. Indeed, it would ‘hey possess too much of the spirit of °76 not to des- 
militate against all the rulers of court etiquette now Pise the little aristocrat, who seems to think that the 
established at the palace to permit ‘vulgar eating entire universe was made for him, and suchas he, ‘to 
and drinking’ on this grand galaday. ‘The only. take their pastime in;’ and who, by his imperious 
entertainment there served up consists in profound , !0ok, insolvently asks — 
bows, stately promenades, formal civilities, ardent. 
expressions of admiration for the pageant passing | 


before your eyes, with anxious inquiries about the —_At these ‘annual State levees,’ the great doors of 
weather—all these good things go to make up what the ‘East Room,’ ‘Blue Elliptical Saloon,” ‘Green 
the fashionable people there assembled call the. Drawing Room,’ and ‘Yellow Drawing Room,’ are 
‘feast of reason and the flow of soul.’ This admi- | thrown open at 12 0’clock ‘precisely’ to the anxious 
ble course levies no unwilling contributions on the | feet of gaily apparelled noblemen, honorable men 

‘private funds’ of the President, and, in that respect, | gentlemen, and ladies, of all the nations and king- 
squares with his economical notions toa T. ‘The | doms of the earth,many of whom appear ambitious- 
Marine Band, however, is always ordered from the | ly intent upon securing an early recognition from 
Navy Yard, and stationed in the spacious front hall,| the head of the mansion. The President, at the 
from whence they swell the rich saloons of the | ‘same instant of time,’ assumes his station about 
palace with ‘Hail to the Chief, *Wha’ll be King but | four feet within the ‘Blue Elliptical Saloon,’ and 
Charlie,’ and other kindred airs, which ravish with facing the door which looks out upon the spacious 
delight the ears of warriors who have never smelt | front hall, but is separated from it, as before re- 
powder. As the People’s cash and not his own, | marked, by a screen of Ionic columns. Tle is sup- 
pays for all the services of the ‘Marine Band,’ its, ported on the right and left by the Marshal of the 
employment at the palace does not co: flict with the | District of Columbia, and by one of the high officers 
peculiar views of the President in regard to the| of the Government. The Marine Band having 
obvious difference between public and private econ- | been assigned their position at the eastern end of 


“Have poor men souls? and are their bodies then 
Of the same flesh and blood as gentlemen?” 


omy, 

Mr. Chairman, a} lain, sober-minded republican 
can have no love for the splendors of a monarcli’s 
court, much less can he admire the apish mimicry 
of royal ceremonies displayed with so much osten- 
tation at the annual levee of the President. 
republican bebolds nothing in all those vain forma!- 
ities which fairly and truly represents the hardy 
and simple character of the American People.— 


A plain: 


the hall, with all their fine instruments in full tune, 
‘at the same identical moment’ strike up one of our 
most admired ‘national airs;’ and forthwith a cur- 
rent of life flows in at the wide-spread outer door 
of the palace, and g'ides with the smoothness of 
music through the spacious hall, by the Ionic screen, 
into the royal presence. llere (to drop for a mo- 
ment my liquid figure) each and every individual 
_is presented and received with a gentle shake of the 





British noblemen would doubtless look with gratifi-' hand, and is greeted with that ‘sraile eterna? which 
cation at the gorgeous pageant of foreign ambassa- | plays over the soft features of Mr. Van Buren, save 
dors with their attaches bedecked in all their daz-| when he calls to mind how confoundedly ‘Old Tip” 


zling but grotesque, national court costumes.— 
Lordly aristocrats would take great delight in sur- 
veying the bright array of stars and ribands, jewels, 
and badges of honor, gold buttons and epaulets, that 
on these occasions cause the rich saloons of the 
President’s palace to shine with redoubled bright- 
ness. ‘I'hey, too, would no doubt much admire the 
long lines of black and guilded coaches which fill 
the wide carriage-ways leading from the Ionic por- 
tico of the palace to the right and left huge iron 
portals which face the greatavenue. But, sir, these 
gilded carriages, richly caparisoned horses, gaudy 
hammer-cloths, footmen in gold and crimson liveries, 


chased, caught and licked Proctor and Tecumthe. 

Immediately after the introduction or recogni- 
tion, the current seta toward the ‘East Room, and 
thus this stream of living men and women contin- 
ues to flow, and flow, and flow for about the space 
of three hours—the ‘Democratic President’ being 
the only orb around which all this pomp, pride, and 
parade revolves. ‘'o him all these lesser planets 
turn, ‘as the sunflower turns” to the sun, and feel 
their colors brightened when a ray of favor ora 
‘royal smile’ falls upon them. But, amid this gor- 
geoue pageant, | would ask, Mr. Chairman, where 





are the sympathies that beat in unison with the 
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honest pulsations of the tenants of log cabins?—| Let us return, Mr Chairman, to the ‘locus in quo,’ 
What is there in all this glate of rubies and dia-|or rather ‘locus criminis’—the place where this 
monds, and gaudy court costumes, that can recall crime (against the simplicity of repuplican manners) 
to the mind of an observer the unequal lot of the | have been committed—the Green and Yellow Draw- 


poor daily laborer, whose task is never fully ended | 
until the sun retires behind the Western mountains? 
Cana single thought for the troubles and toils and | 
cares of honest poverty abide one moment in an 
assembly like this; an assembly which the popular. 
climate would chill into icy stffness? The gales 
from the log cabins would come over it like the 
chilling blasts form the frozen regions of the poles, 


where the ‘genial beams of solar influence’ cannot. 


penetrate. 

During the administration of John Q. Adams, I 
had frequently heard this gentleman much censured 
for the introduction of Court ceremonial at the. 
palace; bat, from full inquiry and investigation, | 
am @alisfied that those charges were founded in 
error. ‘The very first royal Court ordinance in 
relation to the proper ceremonies tobe observed 
at the President’s levees which I have been able to 
discover was proclaimed during the next year after 
General Jackson had succeeded to the Presidency. 
It was in the form of an ‘order’ issued by the Mar- 
shal of the District of Columbia. I will send to the 
Clerk’s table, sir, and have it read, for the benefit 
and admiration of all pure, hard-handed, locofoco 
democrats: 

‘Tue Presipent’s Drawinc Room.—Wishing to 
preserve order, and afford every convenience in my 
power to the fellow citizens of the Presideut of the 
United States who may wish to visit his drawing- 
rooms or levees, [ deem it proper to promulgate 
the following regulations to be observed on these 
occasions : 

‘Police officers will be stationed at the gates and 
front doors of the Executive Mansion to preserve | 
order and to enforce the following regulations: 

‘l. All carriages will enter by the eastern and 
depart by the western gate. | 

‘2. None will be suffered to remain in the yard; 
when called for, they will enter the eastren gate, | 
and if, on their arrival at the front door, their dri-, 
vers and employers are not ready to depirt, they 
will immediately drive out of the yard, aud remain 
out uotil they are again called for by the Police. 
Officers. 


‘3. No boys will be admitted unless specially in- | 


troduced by their parents. 
‘TENCH RINGGOLD, 
‘Marshal of the District of Columbia. 
‘Jan 21, 1840. 


This order, I presume, sir, is the germ of all the | 


Court formalities that now obtain at the palace.— 
But these court ceremonies are offensive to the taste 
and feelings of plain republicans—-they answer no 
good end; and I trust the day is not far remote 
when the President of the United States will dis- 
cover that to obtain and retain the respect of the 
American People it will be necessary to deserve 
it; and especially’ that to secure their respect it wil; 





not be necessary to practice the airs and adopt the 
forms which prevail at the British Court. 














ing-roome. 1 have too wide a field, as yet, before 
me to consume much) of the time ot this committee 
in attempting to describe the gorgeous splendor of 
the window curtains and other drapery; the dazzling 
magnilicence of the large gilded mirrors, mantle 
glasses, chandeliers, candelabras, French bracket 
lights, and mantle ornaments; the smooth and beau- 
tiful Italian slab ceatre tables; the rich and Juxuri- 
ous damask satin covered chairs, bergeres, sofus, 
French comfortables, ‘Turkish ottomans, and di- 
vans, and brilliant imperial carpets, aud other shin- 
ing garnishments with which these superb drawing- 
rooms are adorned. It may be sufficient to say 


that the lustre and elegance of their interior would 


no doubt dazzle, if they did not blind, the eyes of 
Slamm, Bang and Ming, the celebrated Jocofoco 
members of ‘l'ammany Hall. The Greenand Yellow 
Drawing-rooms have becn greatly beautified and im- 
proved since the retirement of General Jackson. 
I find among the vouchers of the ‘Treasury Depart- 
ment, a billof C. Alexander for materials &c.for the 
President's House, from the llth of March, 1837, 
till the 16th of May, 1837, $1,037, 35; part of this 
amount, viz. $355,63,3-4, was for the Green Draw- 


_ing-room. The latter sum, amongst other charges, 


includes one item for thirty pieces of silver paper, 
$120, and one other item for 96 yards of green silk, 
$108. 

But, sir, without stoppiog to inquire how vastly 
the silver paper and green silk must lave improved 
the Green Drawing-rvom, | will proceed to read two 
other bills for more substantial, and not less ornamen- 
tal improvements. 

‘The United States to P. Valderon, for Presi- 
dent’s House. 


1 Divan and Cushion $100 
Received payment of T. L. Smith, Sept. 30, 
1837. P. VALDERON, 


(Voucher No. 37.) 
The President’s House Dr. to A. Lejamber. 
6 French Comfortables, made of extra-materials 


and extra covers $166 
4 boxes, at $2,50 10 
Received payment in full. $170 


A. LEJAMBER. 

(Voucher No. 8, embraced in abstract No. 1, of 
payment made by TI’. L. Smith, agent for purcha- 
sing furniture for President's House from April 15, 
1837, to May 16, 1838.’) 

In the ninth century, the immortal Alfred sat on 
a three-legged stool, and ‘swayed the sceptre o’er 
the English realm;’ but Mr. Van Buren, ‘in our day,’ 
is not content with a seat of such homely and rude 
construction. Ie must have “Turkish divans’ and 
‘French comfortables.” ‘Thousands of the People’s 
dollars have been lavishly expended for 

Gilt and damask satin covered Settees. 

Gilt and damask satin covered Sofas, 

Gilt and damask satin covered Bergeres, 
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Gilt and damask satin covered Fauteails, 
Gilt and damask satin covered Chairs, 
Gilt and damask satin covered Ottomans, 
Gilt and damask satin covered ‘T'abourets, 
Gilt and damask satin covered Music-stools, 
Gilt and damask satin covered Foot-stools, | 
Gilt and damask satin covered Pillows. 
Sull Mr. Van Buren was not content; he longed | 
for the* ‘Turkish divan’ and the ‘French comfortable.’ 
A good locofuco democrat, methinks, might have | 


| 
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with a rich Brussels carpet, in order to take a very 
cursory view of the interior arrangements on the 
second story of the palace. The apartment on this 
story which has been most admired is denominated 
the ‘Ladies’ Circular Parlor? corresponding in . 
form, lustre, and elegance, with the ‘Blue Elliptical 
Saloon’ on the first story. ‘This beautiful ‘parlor’ 
was fitted up in handsome style by Mr. Adams, 
and was occupied by that President’s family, during 
his term of office, as their company receiving room. 








been pretty well satisfied with a crimson damask Soon after Mr. Van Buren came into power, the 
sofa and a pillow of soft down encased ina silk | ‘Ladies’ Circular Parlor,” as well as every other 
cover. And a bulky alderman, it is said, after en- | 4partment in the palace,” was ordained to accept a 
joying his turtle soup, can snore away his six | splendid outfit at the hands of the gilder, the pain- 
hours, at perfect peace with all mankind, by placing | ‘er, the carver, the upholsterer, and the importer of 
his corporation within the generous dimensions of | gold and sliver paper, royal Wilton and imperial 
a bergere. But neither the crimson damask sofa | Saxon carpets, gilt rays, stars, fringe, tassels, Fan- 
and soft down, silk covered pillow, nor the capa- | "Y Kemble green glass finger cups, fancy toilet 
cious bergere would content Mr. Van Buren. What | 8e!8, and other lovely foreign ornaments. | dis- 
was to be done? ‘The ottoman has no back where- | cover by a voucher now in my hand, that Mr. Van 
on a hard-handed democrat, wearied with the cares | Buren, on the 12th day of December, 1837, paid 
of State, can lean, and the tabouret is part and , $1,041 of the People’s cash for the embellishment 


parcel of the Court regalia, and may be soiled by 
too frequent use ;‘the music-stool, and the foot-stool, 
albeit covered with damask satin, are too low for 
a favorable disposal of the extremities. What 
could be done, sir, in this dire emergency, but to 
pay down $270 of the People’s cash that Mr. Van 
Buren may enjoy the luxuries of the Turkish ‘divan’ | 
and the ‘French comfortable, made of extra mate- 
rials?’ And as these fine articles were doubtless 
bought ‘dog cheap,’ and especially ‘as every dog 
has his day,’ in these ‘poe days’. no good locofico 
can ungeneronsly withhold from his hard-handed 
democratic friend the delights of a daily ‘lounge’ 
on @ ‘COMFORTABLE.’ But Iopine, Mr. Chairmar, 
that although many of these honest locofocos would 
be pleased to see AMERICAN COMFORTABLES iutro- 
duced at the palace, they will hardly admit the 
propriety of the true representative of the real hard- 
handed democracy sending the cash of the People 
across the wide Atlantic for the purchase of ‘FREencH 
comfortaules,’ at a time, too, when thousands of 
AMERICAN cabinet-makers and upholsterers, who 
are quite as ingenious and quite as handy, in their 
respective crafis, as the artisans of Paris and Lyons, 
are out of employment, for the want of a market for 
their beautiful fabrics. 

1 will not detain you, sir, longer in the green and 
yellow drawing rooms than just to direct your eye 
in retiring from the latter, first to the elegant ma- 
hogany gilt-mnounted piano forte, and then to the 
heavy gilt bronze mantel time-piece, representing 
Hannibal, the celebrated Carthaginian General, at 
the battle of Cannz, 

There are no other apartments on the first floor of 
the palace excepting the ‘couRT LEVES, OF BANQUET- 
ING ROOM,” and the family dining room, with sundry 
store rooms, and PLATE and CHINA closets between 
them. Ishall] call your attention, Mr. Chairman, 
to the ‘Court Banquertine Room,’ but not until we 
shall first step to the left of the great entrance hall, 





that we may ascend the grand staircase covered | 


of the ‘Ladies’ Circular Parlor.’ This sum of $1, 
041 ia one of the charges in the large bill ($4,316 
O8) of Messrs. Patten & Co. New York, and to 
which I before referred. I will at this favorable time 
present some other charges included in the bill of 
Messrs. Patten & Co. What do you think, Mr. 
Chairman, of the fullowing specimens of locofoco 
democracy ? 
For President’s Chamber. 


Making curtains and ORNAMENTS $57 50 
SriLk ‘T'asseis 18 00 
For President’s Parlor. 
Satin Medallion 68 00 
Satin 30 92 
Galloon 35 49 
Cord 6 52 
Sitk TAssELs 12 50 
Rosettes 2 00 
Gimp 12 40 
For Ladies’ Room. 
Making curtains and ORNAMENTS 51 00 
TAssELS 18 00 
CRIMSON TAFFETA 124 00 
For Bedroom No, |, 
Making curtains and ORNAMENTS 57 50 
Sirk ‘TassEts 18 00 
For Room No. 4. 
Making curtains and ORNAMENTS 35 50 
Sitk ‘T'assELs 12 00 
For Room No. 6. 
Making curtains and ORNAMENTS 37 75 
Sirk 'Tassets 9 00 
| For Room No.§, 
Making curtains and ORNAMENTS 53 25 
Tassels 18 00: 
For Bell Puil. 
Silk Cord 59 63 
TASSELS 42 00 
RosETres 5 00 


I am disposed to believe, Mr. Chairman, that the 
present occupant of the palace is not a ‘real genu- 








208 INVESTIGATOR 
ine’ locofuco, hard handed democrat. Ile can't 
have the ‘right stripe. You may depend upon i 


something must be out of gear. Wy. sir, he loves 
tassels, rosettes, and girlish finery alin 
asa real ‘Bank Whig’ loves tard cider. 
act of the 3.iof March, 1837, Congress appropriated 
twenty thousand dollars tfor furniture of the Presi- 
dent's House,’ [quote the language of the law,’ 
‘for ‘rurnirure’ of the President's House.’ Now, 
I find the entire bulof Messrs, Patton & Co. inclu 

ded in the ‘Abstract of payments ‘made by Thomas 
],. Smith, agent for purchasing ‘lurniture’ ‘for the 
President's House, from oth April, 1837, to Loh 
‘May, 1838.2) 1 would, therefore, respecifully in- 
quire whether ‘silk tassels and rosettes’ are consid 
ered household furniture, in the legitimate demo- 
cratic measing of the word? fask, sir, whether 
‘silk tassels and rosettes’ can be democrat calls 
inventoried as part and parcel of the household 
furniture of a hard-handed Jocufoco? Are | 
tasssels and rosettes’ hereafter to be written down, 

deemed, and taking io the same category with fry- 

ing pans, oaken chests, chaff'bags, and crout-tubs? 

As well might the honest citizen of ‘Tulpehacken 

valley, who garnishes his 8 by 10 looking glass with 

a string of blue jay, vellow-hammer* whittaker, and 

mocking bird eggs, call tose speckled eggs louse- | 
hold furniture, and formally bequeath them, when 
be is about to take leave of plantations and speckled 
eggs. by his will, written or nuncupative. Sir, this 
would be too bad fora Christian country. Bur 
this is not all, forin the same ‘Abstract’ of pay- 
ments made by T. L. Smith, the following bill is 
also included: 


stas much 
’ 
hy the 


tattt. 
Silin 


A 
s 44 


‘WasninctTon, Auctst 23,1837. | 
The United States Government for President's 
ilouse, ‘l'o Augt. F. Cammever, Dr, 

453 Lroadway. New York. 

For GOLD LEAF, GILDING MATE- 

RIALS, labor, and expenses to the 
President’s House $2,000 00 | 
August 25, rec’d payment in full of T. I.. Smith, | 
AUGT. F- CAMMEYER,? 
Do you suppose, Mr. Chairman, thata_ plain, | 
unsophisticated locofoco can stand this? Will he| 
agree that Martin Van Buren acted fairly by paying 
out money which had been appropriated by law for | 
‘FURNITURE for the President’s House.’ in buying | 
GOLD LEAF and GILDING MATERIALS, and 
afterwards ‘whipping the Devil round the stump’ by 
calling GOLD LEAF and GILDING materials 
householde furniture? No, sir, he will not. The 
genuine locofoco is too honest for that. Some few 
of them may, perhaps, be persuaded to admit that 
‘Silk Tassels and Rosettes’ are part and parcel of 
an orthodox schedule of democratic household furni- 
ture, but I aver that the application of red hot pin- 
cers, racks, gibbets, bowstrings, chains, and molten 
lead, cannot induce one of them to acknowledge 
that GOLD LEAF and GILDING MATERIALS 
may be legitimately inserted in the same schedule. 
But the ‘end is not yet.’ I have before me, Mr. 





| making up their face for the day.” 





Chairman, the original bill (duly receipted) of C. 
H.& J. F. White for sundry ‘FRENCH BED- 
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» LADSs, Marble top Wa istands, Dining room 


¥ ’ . 9 ! . : ’ | ’ 
Commode,’ with ‘Statuary Marble Dressing 
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wrupholsters, bought August 10 
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for the sum of Sb,oih0 wot the People’s 


] hese articles may be demomin 


’ 
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IST, 
Casi ited *house- 
bold furniture’ inthe proper and true understanding 
olthe terme, but, sir, | protest agamest expending 
the money of my constitucnts for elegant F RENCII 
BEDSTEADS. Must the AMERICAN oak, and 
hickory, and cherry, and walnut, and maple, that 
admits of ‘smoothest st iin, stand neglected nm the 
orests, for the GILT RosEwoon, sandal, ebony, box, 
and mahogany of FRANCE, and the far off ‘Isles 
ofthe sea?’ Shall the People’s money be shipped 
‘across the ocean’ by the People’s chief servant to 
support FOREIGN MECHANICS, whilst OUR 
OWN ‘CUNNING WORKMEN? almost perish 
for lack of bread? Still that *bread be withheld 
from the mouth of honest labor’ at home, but lavish- 
ed upon the subjects of kings abroad?) Why was 
Mr. Van Buren so anxiousto possessan elegant 
FRENCH BEDSTEAD? Does he desire to have 
the trimmings ofa ‘CROWN BED’ also? Besides 
the ‘Ladies’ Circular Parlor,’ ihere are twelve com- 
inodious apartments on the second story of the pal- 
ace— one of which is occupied by the President as 
an ‘oflice.” ‘The term ‘ufhice,’? however, has been 
proscribed by the *Covrr Crrctes’ as a vulgar 


/noun, and hence the ‘oflice’ room 1s disignated at 
the palace by the higher sounding and tinkling 
| name 


CHAMBER, 


of “THE PReESIDENT’S AUDIENCE 
Tard by the *President’s Audience 
Chamber’ is the ‘ANUTE-ROOM,’ into which all 
visiters are conducted by a richly atiired English 
palace servantto wait until the democratic Presi- 
dent shall signify lis pleasure that they may be in- 
troduced to‘the presence.’ 1 have heard a gentle- 
man complain that the ‘Ante-Room had not been 


provided with a large mirror, by the aid of which 


fashionable ladies might properly adiust their *bou- 


nets and curls;’ and before which, I presume, spruce 
courtiers who visit the palace could ‘practise in 


In relation to 
this subject, I cannot forbear to call yout attention, 
Mr, Chairman, to a short passage in the 57th num- 
ber of the 28th book, London edition, of the writings 
of the distinguished Arch bishop Erasmus. He is 
giving “directions to a young man how to conduct 
himself at ‘Court.’ ” 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS, 

A number of subscribers are yet in arrears for 
this paper, and we do most earnestly hope that those 
indebted will see and feel the necessity of making 
immediate payment. It is now thirteen months 
since we commenced this publication with gloomy 
prospects of success, and notwithstanding the bard- 
ness of the times, and the magnitude of the under- 
taking,we have so far progressed without faultering 
by the way, and if our friends do not promptly re- 
mit to us what is due,it will prove a loosing concern 
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